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Chapter men wlio have served in the Royal Australian Navy.
xv ' The form of training and all matters of equipment are
as far as possible the same as in the British Navy, as
the necessity of the closest co-operation is recognised,
though the fleet1 is completely under Australian control
even in war unless it is decided to transfer the supreme
command to the British Navy and the Admiralty. To-
gether with the military and air forces the naval force
is controlled by the Minister for Defence.
The New Zealand naval force is also in time of peace
distinct from the British Navy, but it passes under
British control in time of war, and its close relation to
the British force is marked by its designation given in
1921 as the New Zealand Branch of the Royal Navy. It
is controlled by the Naval Board presided over by the
Minister for Defence and including the Commodore
Commanding. Enlistment is by voluntary recruitment
for twelve years, which may be extended by agreement
to twenty-two. As in Australia, it has been necessary
drastically to reduce expenditure on the force, which
is maintained mainly as a sign of the Dominion's desire
to share in naval defence. A more striking symptom
of this feeling is the decision in 1927 to contribute
£1,000,000 towards the project of the Singapore base
as a means of recognising that that enterprise was
essentially dictated by considerations not of British
but of Dominion interests.
In Canada the decision to have a distinct naval
service has never flourished. It had not been developed
in the period before the war, and it has hardly seriously
1 Vessels exchanged, of course, fall under the control of the Govern-
ment in whose fleet they serve, but Mr. Bruce has claimed a voice in any
warlike use of an Australian vessel: Keith, Responsible Government in the
Dominions (ed. 1928), ii. 1016, 1017.

